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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 074919 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PPDC, GB 

SUBJECT: CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 
REF: A) LIBREVILLE 687; B) STATE 51848 

WHITE HOUSE NOW PREFERS DELETE REFERENCE TO U.S. NAVY 
UNITS. MESSAGE SHOULD READ: QUOTE THE TRAGIC LOSS OF THE 
HELICOPTER CARRYING YOUR BROTHER-IN-LAW. YOUR NEPHEW, AND 
OTHER GABONESE AND FRENCH CITIZENS DEEPLY SHOCKED ME. 

YOU AND THE GABONESE PEOPLE HAVE SUFFERED A GREAT LOSS. 

MRS. CARTER JOINS ME IN EXTENDING OUR SYMPATHIES AND 
CONDOLENCES TO YOU, MRS. BONGO, AND ALL THE FAMILIES IN 
VOLVED. END QUOTE. 

EMBASSY SHOULD DELIVER MESSAGE AT APPROPRIATE MOMENT. ARE 
OTHER COUNTRIES FOLLOWING SIMILAR COURSE OF ACTION AT 
THIS TIME? VANCE 
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